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vories TOFILE ilinois Commerce Commission
. - v i S UO! ISSI
LATE  Exhibit L SAFETY SECTION

Ref.: beccket # T01l - 0028

To: Ni ck Korte
I1lingis Commerce Conm SSion

From Russell Metzger and Verna Lehn Roberts

Subject: Proposed r.r. Crossing O osure
at [mlepost # 93.23 D.OT. # 069158G

Mot i on:
We cone upon this action to request the enclosed petition

and letters be admitted into the record of the May 31, 2001 hearing,
Docket # ToL-0028, t0 be entered as Late filed Exhibits.

Sincerely,
Russ Wetzger

Verna Lehn Roberts
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Senator Frank Watson:

and a2/ f’w?:"f.f .077 SepVvILe ZfJf Vo Uﬂ”ﬂé" f F Jp)- 0028
Dear Frank,

I have owned and operated Hookdale Elevator Inc. , a grain elevator, Ag fertilizer and Ag
chemical business, for the last 24 yearsin rhe Village of Hookdale. For the past 1O years | have
attempted to have lightsinstalled at the railroud crossing in Hookdale just sast of the elevator
office. The railroad iS the Buelingron Northern Santa ¥Fe. o accidents have occurred at this
crossing ot any of the four crossings within a one mile distance from Heookdale, hut then have
been some close calls at the crossing in Hookdale. The Railroad and ICC are proposing th
closing Of 1wo Of these four crossings in the close proximity of Hookdale, One is at milepost
98.59 D.Q.T, #0693 18T and one at milepost 98.23 D.(3.T. #0691 58, The general consensus of
the community accepts the closing of crossing #98.59, but the closing of ctossing #98.23 just
north of Hookdale is unanimously opposed.

in order to close #98,23 anew road would need to be constructed and maintained through the
farmland owned by Verna Raberts of Greenville Il She strongly epposes cutting a road through
her farm. The proposed new read, which has been called the High Street extension to 6™ Avenue,
would divert all traffic fram north of Hoaokdale, through the middle of town, and past the grain
elevator, which would create a safety problem at the elevator with the added traf¥ic of vehicles
and farm machinery adding to the congestion and safety of the traffic in town.

t know the seasonal traffic patternsin and around Hookdale and when the farmers are planting
arxl harvesting 1 have the most trathe at the elevator. if crossing #98.23 were closed, the traffic
congestion would increase and safety would be jeopardized.

At the public hearing on May 3 t . 2001, the Railroad testified that the cost of buikding the new
road. the high street extension to 6™ avc, would be approximately $107,000.00 plus
approxamately $20,000,00 to acquire the land from Verna Roberts. The Railroad and ICC also
testified that the cost of putting lights and gates at crossine #98.23 would be approximately
$148.000.00. So for about $27,000.00 more. the crossing could be left apen and everyone in the
contmmmty would be happy.

A petition was circulated, of which a copy is enclosed, showing 262 signatures. mcluding
every Registered Voter of Bond County within a two mmie radius of the crossing in question. All
these people are opposed to the closing of crossing #98.2.3.

My understanding is that the lights alone installed at this crossing would cost less than
$50,000.00, Thas would be adequate.

In February, 2000, | sold Hookdale Elevator Inc to South Ceniral FS of 1800 Hillsboro R,
Vandalia, Illinois, 62471. 1 bave been hired to continue t0 manage the business Yocated in
Houkdale and am very concerned for the safety of my neighbors and friends who are now
customers of South Central FS.

Simcerely,

R Russell Metzg,



Senator Frank Watson: | | june 19 200]
and all e lies o1 Service Lt Ya j?ﬂm[o’f # DAIE

Dear Frank, T /- o028

1, Verna Roberts, am 92 years old and have been alifelong resident of
Hookdale until a few years ago when I moved to Greenville. My
Grandfather, | .ouis Lehn, donated the land for the town of Hookdale in
1883. The Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad wants to build a road

through my farm in order to close arailroad crossing at milepost 98.23 just
north of Hookdale.

1 don’t want my farm cut up by an unnecessary road. 1 strongly object to
the closing of the crossing 5598.23 just north of Hookdale. This action would
lessen the value of my farm and 1 know the issue of safety at the crossing has
been advocated. Every vehicle wishing to cross at milepost #98.23 would be
detoured through my farm, through the middle of Hookdale. Therefore there
will be no more or no less traffic crossing the tracks if this crossing is
closed. This means safety is not the issue, but there would be more traffic in

town, creating a traffic safety problem at the elevator instead of at the
crossing at #98.23.

Please do not close the crossing at milepost #98.23 on 6™ avenue. Thank
you for your time.

Sincerely,

§ - -
Darme o Rb\ enl g
Verna Lehn Roberts
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we as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County Highway Department of Bond ¢o.Illincis tO0 reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mle post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound  Township, this being a designated public roadway.
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We as registered voters Of Bond County are peatitioning The
County Highway Department of Band Co.Xllinois 0 reject ('f'
Burlington Northern ana sante Fe Railway cCompany swggested
closing af 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98,23 in Pleasant

Mound Township, this being a designatza public roadway.

NAME

BDDRESS
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We as registered voters of Bond County are petitioni The
County Mlgaway Departnent of Bond Co.Illinois plea

! tu réject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conmpany suggested

closing of 6th Avenue crossing at nmis post 98.23 in pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.
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W as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The

County Hi ghway Departnent

of Bond Co.Illinois to reject The

Burlington Northern and Sante Pe Railway Conpany suggested

closing of 6th Avenue crossing a

Mound thie

Townshi p,
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t mle post 98.23 in Pleasant

being a designaied public roadway.
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We as registered vorers of Bopd County are petitaroning The
County Highway Pepartment of Bond Co.Illinois to reject The

Burl:ngton Northern and Santw Fo

Railway Compony suggmstod

closiing of eth Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in PFleacant
Merund Tawnship, thaisz berng a dasignactad public x‘oabdvay.
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We as cegistered
County Highway Depart nent

voters of

Bond Countv are
Bond ' i

etitioning, The
Co.I1llinois top reject $he

Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway (Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at
Mound Townshi p,
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desi gnated public roadway,
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We as registered voters of Bond County are petitiening The
County Highway Departnent of Bond Co.Illinois to rejiect The

Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mle post 98.23 in Pleasant

Mound Township, this being

NAME

a designated public roadway.
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W as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County H ghway Department of Bond Co.Illinois to reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mle post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.
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W as registered voters of Bond County are petltlonln% The
County H ghway Department of Bond Co.Illincis to reject

Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mle post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.
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We as registered voters of Bond County are petitioning The
County H ghway Departnent of Bond Co.Illincois to reject The
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mle post 98.23 in Pleasant
Mound Township, this being a designated public roadway.
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We as registered voters Of Bond County are petitioning The
County Highway Department Of Bond Co.Illincisx 10 reject Fhe
Burlington Northern and Sante Fe Railway Conpany suggested
closing of 6th Avenue crossing at mile post 98.23 in pleasant
Mound  Township. this being a designated publio roadway,
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